
	
	

What Your Bible Will Do for You If You Will Let It 
By: Dr.Warren W. Wiersbe 

No other book possesses the transforming power that is in the Bible, the Word of God. 

 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect (Rom 12:2). 

 And the Lord – who is the Spirit – makes us more and more like him as we are changed 
into his glorious image (2 Cor 3:18). 

      If you want to be a new person, knowing and obeying the will of God and becoming more 
like Jesus Christ, you must spend time daily yielding yourself to the transforming truths of the 
Scriptures. The Holy Spirit doesn’t work in a vacuum but uses the Scriptures and prayer to 
minister in our lives. 

      Simply reading assigned portions of the Bible each day, as helpful as this is, isn’t enough. A 
truly transforming experience involves meditating on what you read (Ps 1:2), studying it 
carefully in the light of other verses, and then obeying what God tells you to do (Josh 1:8). You 
may want to memorize verses that especially speak to you (Ps 119:11) so you can think about 
them during the day. The Lord might even give you opportunities to share with others what he 
has taught you. 

      The master theme of the Bible is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, so the way we treat the Bible 
is the way we treat Jesus. The Bible is light (Ps 119:105), and Jesus is light (John 8:12). Jesus 
called himself “the bread of life” (John 6:48), and the Word is bread that nourishes our spirit 
(Matt 4:4). Jesus is “the truth” (John 14:6), and the Word of God is truth (John 17:17). To ignore 
the Word of God is to ignore the Son of God. The correct responses we should have toward Jesus 
and the Word are given by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 2:13: 

Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you 
didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted what we said as the very 
word of God – which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who 
believe. 

      First, we should appreciate the Word because it is God’s Word and not “mere human ideas.” 
We should read the Bible with reverence and respect, not carelessly, the way we sometimes scan 
a newspaper or speed-read a book. When you open your Bible and your heart, God will open his 
mouth and speak to you. “Oh, how I love your instructions! I think about them all day long” (Ps 
119:97). Read Psalm 19:7 – 9 and marvel over characteristics of God’s inspired Scriptures. 

      Second, we should appreciate the Word because merely having the Bible before our eyes is 
no guarantee we have its truths in our inner person. The Bible is like bread (Matt 4:4), milk (1 



	
	

Pet 2:2), solid food (Heb 5:11 – 14), and even honey (Ps 19:10; 119:103), and food does us no 
good unless we eat it and digest it. What digestion is to the body, meditation is to the inner 
person. We should welcome God’s Word into our hearts and cultivate a growing appetite for 
spiritual truth. 

      Third, we should apply the Word. God’s Word is “alive and powerful” (Heb 4:12); therefore, 
it can work in our lives as we exercise faith and obey what God says to us. The Holy Spirit, the 
author of the Scriptures, lives within each Christian believer and will teach us if we are willing to 
learn and obey (John 16:7 – 15). “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. 
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves” (Jas 1:22). Reading the Bible but not obeying it is 
like reading the menu but not eating the meal. The Word of God can be applied to every area of 
our lives, and because it has divine energy, it can work deep within us and change us (Eph 3:20 – 
21; Phil 2:12 – 13). 

      If we honestly and humbly apply God’s Word to our lives, God will share these blessings 
with us. Unless otherwise stated, all references are to Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the book 
of Psalms and the chapter in the Bible that most magnifies the Word of God. 

1. Purity. “How can a young person stay pure? By obeying your word” (v. 9; and see  
    John 15:3 and Eph 5:25 – 26). 
 

2. Joy. “I have rejoiced in your laws as much as in riches” (v. 14). “Your laws are my  
    treasure; they are my heart’s delight” (v. 111). “I rejoice in your word like one who     
    discovers a great treasure” (v. 162). “Make me walk along the path of your  
    commands, for that is where my happiness is found” (v. 35). 
 

3. Right values. “Turn my eyes from worthless things, and give me life through your       
    word” (v. 37). “Your instructions are more valuable to me then millions in gold and     
    silver” (v. 72). “How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey”  
    (v. 103). “I rise early, before the sun is up; I cry out for help and put my hope in  
    your words. I stay awake through the night, thinking about your promise” (vv. 147  
    – 148). “I hate and abhor all falsehood, but I love your instructions” (v. 163). 

4.  Hope. “Remember your promise to me; it is my only hope” (v. 49). 
5. Comfort. “Your promise revives me; it comforts me in all my troubles” (v. 50). 
6. Freedom. “I will walk in freedom, for I have devoted myself to your commandments”   

    (v. 45). 
7. New life. “I lie in the dust; revive me by your word” (v. 25). “Your promise revives    

    me; it comforts me in all my troubles” (v. 50). “I have suffered much, O LORD;   
    restore my life again as you promised” (v. 107). “In your faithful love, O LORD,  
    hear my cry; let me be revived by following your regulations” (v. 149).  

8. Peace. “Those who love your instructions have great peace and do not stumble” (v.   
    165). 

9. Guidance and counsel. “Your laws please me; they give me wise advice” (v. 24).         



	
	

    “Teach me your decrees, O LORD; I will keep them to the end. Give me    
    understanding and I will obey your instructions; I will put them into practice with    
    all my heart” (vv. 33 – 34). “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for  
    my path” (v. 105). “The teaching of your word gives light, so even the simple can  
    understand” (v. 130). “You made me; you created me. Now give me the sense to    
    follow your commands” (v.73). 

10. Godly friends. “I am a friend to anyone who fears you – anyone who obeys your  
    commandments” (v. 63). “May all who fear you find in me a cause for joy, for I  
    have put my hope in your word” (v. 74). “Let me be united with all who fear you,  
    with those who know your laws” (v. 79). 

11. Wisdom. “Your commands make me wiser then my enemies, for they are my constant  
    guide. Yes, I have more insight than my teachers, for I am always thinking of your  
    laws. I am even wiser than my elders, for I have kept your commandments” (vv. 98  
    – 100). 

12. Integrity. “Keep me from lying to myself; give me the privilege of knowing your  
    instructions” (v. 29). 

13. Encouragement. “I weep with sorrow; encourage me by your word” (v. 28). 
14. Ability to witness. “LORD, give me your unfailing love, the salvation that you  

    promised me. Then I can answer those who taunt me, for I trust in your word. Do  
    not snatch your word of truth from me, for your regulations are my only hope” (vv.  
    41 – 43). 

15. A song. “Your decrees have been the theme of my songs wherever I have lived” (v.  
    54). The better we know the Bible, the more we will appreciate the great hymns of  
    the church. 

16. Effective prayer. Jesus said, “But if you remain in me and my words remain in you,  
    you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted” (John 15:7). 

      “Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each 
other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with 
thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through him to God the Father” (Col 3:16 – 17). 
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